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expense of protracted military operations,, had
made a considerable impression upon my mind,
previously to the receipt of your letter dispatched
by the Bombay frigate; and I had, in consequence
of that impression, relinquished all hope of effecting
within any short period,, the only operation which
can afford permanent security to our possessions
on the coast.

" Your letter, together with the opinions of
Colonel Close,, confirmed the decision which I had
already taken., and proved that any effectual blow
against the power of Tippoo must be deemed
utterly impracticable under the present circum-
stances of the army at your Presidency. But the
orders which I originally gave for assembling the
army upon the coast, although pointed more par-
ticularly at the object of an immediate attack
upon Seringapatam, were founded (as I have
already stated) iipon principles independent of
the judgment which I might hereafter form of the
practicability of that object. The measure of
assembling the army, and of continuing it, if not
in the field, at least in a state of forward prepara-
tion, is indispensable to the present defence of the
Carnatic, the security of which it is my duty to
establish upon foundations more solid than can
be found in the forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun.
In addition to this most pressing" object, my views
at every period of this crisis have been extended
to other general measures essentially connected